lport Ba]ghim was repulsed
ween It ehou.rz LrAveus and

emy,

"In

fire.

“In

pljompt shipment.
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to the !
French troops yvesterday delivered
a fierce attack. In one place, they
penetrated our outer trenches, but
their atinck broke down under our

an important hill
Parls, three mnn:luing guns, one
revolver gun and €

“The flerce French altacks to
the northwest of Verdun have fail-
el completely,
tles shown by tha French along
our entire front, has been explain-
ed by an army' order, datel De-
cember 17,
commander in chief of the French
troops which was found
French offlcer.

ed the position of the anglo indian
troops, stormed and captured their
{renches and-/dislodged them from
position  with heavy losses.
captured one plece of artillery,
flyve machine guns,
throwers and 270 anglo indians
including ten_officers.

We

two mine

The trenches we lost, to the en-

December 18, near Notre

Dame DeLorctta, have been re-
captured.

the neighborhood of Soualn,
northeast of Chalons,

They left four officers anid

300 men in our hends and a large
number of dead French
were left on the ground in front of
our position.

troops

the Argoness we caplured
at LeFourde

S75 prisoners.

The great activl-

signed by Gen. Joffree

on-a

‘In the eastern arena of tha war,
the situntion In west Prussia, re-
mains unchanged.
continue our attacks against the
position of the enemy.

In Poland, we

- W. A. HERSCH, Pres.

106 Main Street
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-ment. stationed on’ th :trmtlur, anﬂ.‘

ever since the firat week: he had been
on the blacklist. He got drunk; he
disobeyed orders: he quarreled with
his gomrades; he full asleep on gentry,
dq‘tr.. he left the’post without leave;
he,was the most slovenly man of his
company. It was far easler to tell
hat he hadn't done than what he had,
. Private John Hobson had been ad:
vised, reprimanded, sent to the guard-
bousge, mulotsd of his pay, given extra
duty and threatened with court-mar-
tial, but after two.years he was the
same man still. It was inevitable that
the end would come, and come it did.
He was court-martialed on about &
dosen charges and convicted on all of
them, and the sentence was that he be
imprisoned for one year end then bo
‘discharged-in disgrace. It was a duty
the officers owed the reglment md the
service, and yot they felt a bit sorry
for the victim. He was morally lrre:
sponsible rather them wicious. The
devil {n him had more l!h:aly descended
than developed.

“I'm sorry for you in a way,” sald
the colopel, “but it was no use trying
to do anything with you. I never eaw
s man like you. You have been
charged with everyihing but coward:
ice, and If we had not been at peace
swith the Indlans that charge would
probably have been Included.” -

“I know I've mado & lot of trouble,
colonel,” replied the man, *but nobody
-can call me o coward. If weo'd had a
fight I know I'd have been in it with
the rest.”

“Such men as you are shirks when
there (s any fighflng to be done. Your
barrack brawls don't slgnify soldlerly
courpge. It's no use to talk, however;
you know your sentence.”

Hobson was gent to the guardhousa
to walt for the day when he should be
saent off under escort, and the sergeant
of the guard was surprised to see his
prisoner ehed tears.

“You ought to have known it would
come," he sald, ln sarcastic eympathy.

“Look here, sergeant,” sald the man,
g8 ho erowded back hls emotions, "the
colonel ealled me a coward.”

“Well, do you find any fault about
12

“Do you believe I'm one?”

lnor mursa‘u

“And does Corporal Shanley and all
the boys belleve go?"

*Not a doubt of it." i

“Good God, but I can’t stund that,
sarge! I've shirked duty and been a
nuisance to everybody, but don't call
me o coward. I'm to be sent to prison
and dlsgracefully discharged, but
lenve me one thing to build up on
again. Call me a devil, a fool and a
lunatle, but don't say I'd shirk a fight.”

“Let me tell you something, Hob
son,” sald the stern-faced old sor
geant, n8 he looked the prisoner up
and down in contempt. “Judging by
what I've seen of you I wouldn't agree
to drive s dozen redskins off this res
servation with & thousand men ke
you behind me. That's pat, my man,
and you may swallow it or no.”

Hobson grew whitefaced and turned
away and wept, while the sentinel at
the door Ilaughed unfeelingly and
asked him 1f he had any Indian scalp
locks to prove his bravery.

“Why, the slght of & buck in war
paint would have scared him out of his
shoes!” was the general verdict of hia
comrades, and each and every one
added a wish that he had never come
to the company.

That night Hobson dug his way oul
of tho guardhouse, and the varlous
squads sent out next day in search of
the doserter falled to get any trace of
him. Desertion: was a fitting climax
to his career, and ha would llkely ba
heard of next as an outlaw. Weeks
passed and dreary winter gave place
to spring. Sometimes the men won-
dered about Hobson, but nothing was
advanced to his credlt. He had got
clear off, and no one thought to ever
ses him ngain. Indeed, there were
welghtler things to think of. The In

dians wers becoming restless, and re |

ports of war dances were coming in al
most dafly. They might go on the
war path and masseacre a dozen set
tlers and ‘scalp a few teamsters, and
the troops might have a hot chase to
drive them baclk over the Republican,
‘but it wouldt end there, The iden that
they might gpttack any of the frontler
posts was too mbeurd. It was so ab-
purd that at Fort Wallace no defenaive
E:pmuona of any sort’ were made,
en the guard at thd ‘Powder-maga
gine was limited to ona’ man.
LNOn a cortain Wednesday the Nm
ro murn numeroia and Qisquisting,
‘and thé mern were paraded’ and in
spectad ‘to be ready'for an order to
take thefleld. If there,was any excito:
ment it vanished as the' companies
‘marched back to thelr's uu-ura, Thd
colonel locked down, fram’ the 1l inf
the ‘peaceful” ¥alley wih bl binod
lars and felt releved, He noticedl the
grazing herde—ths curling smoke from
the_ farmhouss chimuayf—tha nlm
men in the fie]ds and the frelghters on

the winding hlghway,end he smiled
at the ides of ' I!megv"!‘h u
might do their b!und.! ork

range to the north 3 ‘and over:

to the west, but they m\d‘m cmo

wlthln ﬂi‘tean ml.lu ir the M
That night at' ten v'clook the sen

unnal at the gate cried: “Halt! Wh

‘comes there!™ “Tham he calledifor the

icorporal of the guard, and he; “for' mI

officer of .the day,. aod; tan'mlnumf

If you want the BEST EITOVE OR
GRATE COAL telephone your orders

‘yoursell up. Adjnunt. why wun't
this man sent to  the guardhouse in-
stead of disturbing me?”

“He has news, sir,” replied the ad-
jutant.

“Colonel,” slld the uesa'rter. as he
leaned heavily ‘agalnst the veranda of
the commander's quarlers, “I've been

living amung the Indlans, greasers g
You |§

and outlaws | since I deserted.
may know that the Sloux are ready
for the war-path, but 1 don’t belleve
you know that old Concha and 600 war
riors are hiding along the river over

there and will ymove on you tonight |§

It has been planned for deys, colonel,
and they'll be here .to attack in the
gray of morning. I've known it for
three days past, but | couldn't get
away to glve you warning. I dodged
them tonight, and here | am and my
news I8 straight. Theyll sweep the
valley clear and then rugh the fort.
Now, send me to the guardhouse as
a deserter and get ready for trouble”

There was a moment's silence as the
deserter finfshed.  There had been a
ring of truth in his every word, and
no one doubted his news.

“Hobson, you are no coward, and
you will not go to the guardhouss,”
frankly replled the colonel, as he ex-
tended his hand.

Then men went gxl:cplns down into
the valley to warn the settlers and
bring them (n, and the fort prepared
for defense. Orders were issued in
whispers and men moved about }ke
shadows. In thres hours a breast
work of boxes, bales of hay, wagons
and turf covered the most exposed
point and the one most likely to be at-
tacked. An hour later every man who
could fire 8 gun was crouching behind
it and walting for the expected attack.

“Sergeant,” whispered the deserter,
as the non<om. peered into his face
through the darkness, “you said I was
a coward”

“Yes, 1 did.”

“And you said that Corporal Shan |

ley aond all the boys belleved me a
coward."”

“Well 7"

“Well, I'll malke you all take it back
tonight or go to h 1 tryingl®

Moving with the footsteps of ghosts,
and leaving the crickets still singing
behind them, Concha's .00 warriors
‘left their Jurking place under cover ol
darkness and swept up the valley
They found it deserted of 3uman life,
but, consecloug of thelr strength, they
pressed on te the’ fort. At the first
signs of dayllght they raised a savage
cry and made thelr rush., But/for the
extemporized breastwork the post
would have been carried off-hand. The
rifle fire surprised and checked them,
but they were mnot  nanfc-stricken
They rushed: again and again, and al
length, at one point, half a score ol
them broka through. 8ix or seven ofil
cers tried to drive them back with
gword and revolver, and the melee had
become bloody and furlous, when o
man with clubbed musket dashed in
and cheered as he lald about him. Ii
was the deserter. He cheered and he
struck, and he struck and he cheered,
and every time the musket stoch
erashed down it shattered o skull. He
did not fight like & man, but like s
devil. Almost with his own hands he
killed or drove back such a8 had sur
mounted the works.

All along the line the hostlles had
had enough. Two hundred of thel
number lay dead on the green grass as
Concha gave the wvord to draw off, and
this heavy loss was to break the pres
tige of the.Sloux chieftaln and make
him beg for lasting peace.

*Hobeon! Hobson! Where is Hob
son?" called the colonel, as the fight
was over and his heart beat with gratl
tude for the man who had brought the
warning.

“Here, sir,” replied Sergeant Davis,
as he pointed to one of the 20 dead
men 1inside the breastwork—a dead
man with three dead warriors lying
within reach of his hand.

“And I called that man a coward!"

“And go did I, sir, and so dld we
gll, and may God forgive us for it!”
t(.‘cpyrll'h!. 1914, by Daily Btory Pub, Oa.l

First One-.Cent Plpﬂhi

The first one-cent mornlng paper in
‘America was the New York Morning
Post, which was founded In 1833, with
Dr. H. D. Bhepard as editor and Hor
ace Greeley as printer. Prior to that
by three years an evening paper called
The Cent, selling for that amount, had
had & brief exiptence in Philedelphia.
Greeley, who was born 108 years ago,
started his,career as a printer in
Poultney, Vl.. in 1826. In 1831 he ar
rived in Now York with $10 in hie
pocket, but two years later he began
business on his own accound as printer
of the Morning Post. The following
year Oreeley, \n partnership with Jonas
Winchester, established the New York-
er, of which Greeley 'was editor. In
luﬂ.Grael l.ﬂd.ltaﬁ snd,mhnshnl @0
£ (Cabin;a campaigh paper that

g&nﬂ qptalqﬂlu clroulation of
{ Aw ' s |
l Patient Kine,

ltmnby-—Wall, X usl.ha mflitant
Mas bave burned Bulcate in
|| England ard the brigands purned Lao-
Ho-Kow in China.~ J
Mrs, Bimsby—Friday, the thirteenth,
may’ pot have been fatal to'the hu-,
man family, bnt the ponr utt.le aural:r

to McOOY COAL COMPANY. Prompt Bat

" delhrer: gumnl.ead

Banana

'Grape Fruit—2 for 25c, 3 for f2ac aglde :

6 for25c.

Fancy Eating and Cookmg Applmi at’ |

20c a peck.

Preston County Potatoes at 25¢ a peck,

and 90c a bushel.

Best White Bleached Celery—2 bunches

15¢, 3for 25¢
FRESH

Imp.- Endiv e at 40c,

Head Lettuce, Curley Lettuce, Radishes. Green
Sprouts,
Splnach and Kale, Green Peppers and Cal. Casaba

Onilons, Tom atoes, Brussel

'VEGETABLES -

the Shells.

Caubmiower,
AND SURE.

Fancy Lme ‘of _-C
Frults Loose Da

and2ca pound ;
Fresh Fish & Oysters,

Turkeys — Live and Dresqed
X mas Trees and Holly.

OUR AUTO DELIVERY SER
TRY IT:

LEAVE YOUR ORDERS EARLY AND GET THE BEST

How To Prevent
AnXmas Blaze

TIMELY SUGGESTIONS WHICH IF
FOLLOWED WILL SAVE LIVES
AND PROPERTY,

The following sugestions offered by
Chief O. J. Watkins, of the Fairmont
fire department, if observed, will re-
duce the danger of fire incident to
Christmas decorations to a minimum.
The suggestions are given below:

“As many fires are caused from the'
use of such,” sald the chief, “as well
ns where electric lights are for dec-
orating Christmas trees, the wiring
should be done by competent elee-
triclans and thoroughly inspected be-
fore used. Electric light globes should
not be covered with cloth or paper
shades or decorations. Holiday fires
In stores, churches and bazpsrs while
they are filled with people are us-
ually holacausts.

“Lizht, inflamable decorations
mnkes fires easy to start and easy to
spread. A match, a gas flame, & can:
dle flame, or an. electric defect may
cause it

“Extinguish gas jets.
may be carried agalnst them by alr
currents. Do not let smokers light
clgars Inside buildings. Maoke no

changes in electrie wiring without |8

consulting a competent electrician.
Warnings for the Home.

“Do not decorate your Christmas
tree with paper, cotton or any other
inflamable matorial. Use metalic tin-
gel and other non-inflamable decor-
ations only, anl set the tree securely
g0 that the children in reaching for
things cannot tip it over,

“Cotton should nct be used to rep- |3

recent snow. If you must have snow,
uses asbestos fibre.

“Do not permit children to light
or relight candles while parents are
not present. They frequently set fire
to. their clothing instead.

“Matches should not be left within
reach of childiren at hollday time.
Candles are meant to be lighted, and
it the children get matches they will
experiment with them. They imitate
thelr elders,

Should Remove Tren

“Christmas irees should not be al-
lowed to remain inside buildings aft-
¢r the holidays. The tree itself ig
nites very rapldly when thé needles
have become dry. Quite a number of

fires occur in January from Lhis very |j§

canse.
“Before attempting any hasty or ill-

advised decoratlons which may cause |§

fire, examine your insurance contract
and see what the policies contain in
regard to Increased hazard by any
means within the control or knowl-
edge of the insured. If your property
should burn, you want your indemnity.
Do nothiog, therefore, to impuir your
contract.

“A house of merriment is much bet-
ter than & house of mourning, Thera-
fore be very careful of fire. Have a
good time—but be careful.”

AUBREY STOCK COMPANY
MAKES HIT, AT GRAND.

The much talked of Aubray Stock

Company opened last night at the |

Grand Opera House in the “Fatal

Wedding,” and we now see why this |-
company stays so long in one ecity. |
We understand how they stayed 36 |:
weeks in Clarksburg. We now see ||

{he company.is flne, each and every
member are artiats., In the leading

roles Miss Mathes and Mr. DeRouge |:
Wal- |-,
lace in the part of the lttle mother |.
Her speclalty |-
was original and winning, Miss Dow |2
othy Wallace in the Irish comedy part ||
was also good. Mr, DeWill in the vil- |
Iain Tole, Miss Moran as_the villain- |’

are good. Little Miss' Hope

was the bright star.

ess, Mr. Bristor in esraedy, Mr. Ham-

mond and' Mr, Hitner were all good. |
The company carries most of its own |-
scenery and effects and there {s a 1it- .
tle something different in anything|'

that has been attempted. And with

the prices at 10c, 20c, fell I can! truth- |-

fully say it is the best show that has
ever been seen here at the priues The
show changes its play on Thursday
and reserved seats can ba sal:urmi at
ugual placa.

$5.00 HEWAHI]

Flvs dollars'teward will be pald for.

Docorations | [

for information disclosing the name
of the party or parties taking the cal-
endars.

The West Virginian ca\endars were
the largest made, showing the fam-

ous pleture, “A Honeymoon In. Ven-
jce,! and the calendars can easlly be
{dentified by the printing. '
1t you want the BEST STOVE OR
GRATE COAL telephone your orders
o McCOY COAL COMPANY,; prompt
delivery guaranteed.
Phones: Office
Bell 129
Consol. 12%
Mine: Bell 788-J.
11-20-e. 0, W. tf

P e TS Se e P |
Mountain State Brand

Sweet Apple
CIDER

Made by the Morgan County
Cold Storage Company, of Berk-
ley Springs, W. Va.

The most healthful, nutritive
temperance  drink.

Made. from thoroughly wash-
ed, selected apples. Grown in
the great Eastern Pan Handle, |

If not carried by your grocer
phone 'Frank ‘Morgan, either)
phone. '

This cider has been tested by
the Prosecuting Attorney of
Morgan County and was approv-
ed by him as being non-alcohol-
[[-%

Nuts, Chocol
Assorted Ch
Cherries, Cre

Chocolates, selscte
Blanched = Almond

out obligating yom.

Our advice is given only after we make oamrnl;g

present equipment. A report of

whether you rlmde to dn buu.neua

always appreclated
" people who care to
_current cost'of 2 cents. Try:

roval. ' C _istm‘as .

wclguormt.

ppe
ourj$2.75




